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The Houston Cole Library held 
its inaugural Library Tailgate Open 
House event on Thursday, September 
15th, from 12:00 - 2:30 p.m. A ticketed 
Tailgate Tour of the Library was given 
to 110 students who visited service 
points and learned about information 
available to them. Tailgate Tour Guides, 
JSU Ambassadors who volunteered 
for the job, led groups of students as 
they arrived to Learning Services in 
the Basement, the Reference Desk 
on the 2nd floor, the future home of the 
Children’s Reading Corner on the 5th 
floor, the Technology Support Center 
on the 9th floor, the Student Computer 
Lab on the 10th floor, and culminated in 
the Touchdown station on the 11th floor. 
Each of these stations were staffed by 
volunteers who gave brief explanations of services and stamped students’ Tailgate 
Tickets. When the students had visited all highlighted points and received all the 
corresponding stamps, they entered their Tailgate Ticket into a drawing for prizes. 
Over 200 students joined in the festivities at the Touchdown station on the 11th 
floor. The Friends of the Houston Cole 
Library graciously donated funds to 
supply delicious hotdogs, JSU Institu-
tional and Support Services donated 
an assortment of sodas, and Golden 
Flake donated bags of chips. Cocky 
enthusiastically greeted visitors. A 
Marching Southerners band ensemble 
played the “JSU Fight Song” and “Stars 
Fell” on the front porch of the Library. 
Tailgate spirit was further bolstered by 
the JSU Cheerleaders and a visit from 
a JSU football team player. The event 
culminated in the announcement of 
door prizes by the Voice of Jacksonville 
State University Athletics, Mike Parris. 
Door prizes, such as shirts, hats, gift 
Friends of the Library Program
Author Donald Brown speaks about his book, Mr. X and Mr. Y
In the summer of 1959 in northeast Alabama, two men were 
murdered — shot in the face and then dismembered. Who were 
they, who killed them, and why? Answers emerge in this riveting 
true-crime story, told by journalist and author, Donald Brown.
Mr. Brown visited the Houston Cole Library on Friday evening, 
October 21st and spoke about his book, Mr. X and Mr. Y. The 
book was offered for sale during the event. After his presentation, 
Mr. Brown stayed for a book signing while guests were treated 
to refreshments provided by the Friends of the Library. 
Donald Brown is a career journalist who has garnered sig-
nificant recognition and various awards for his work. He was 
a reporter for the Birmingham News in the 1950s–1960s and 
covered the story on which this book is based. For fifteen years, 
he was executive editor of two strong, regional Alabama daily 
newspapers, the Florence Times-Daily and the Tuscaloosa 
News. For eleven years, he was editor of Birmingham magazine. He is the author of Forward, Ever, a history of Birmingham-
Southern College, his alma mater, and has authored, co-written, or edited nine other books, including his most recent works, 
Gruesome!  and On Deadline.
All are invited to enjoy the benefits of a Friends of the Library membership, which include invitations to enriching programs, 
Library check-out privileges, and the opportunity to support your Library. 
For more information, please visit: www.jsu.edu/library/friends. 
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Children’s Reading Corner
certificates, and bookbags were donated 
by local businesses, database vendors, 
and even campus departments.
The Tailgate Planning Committee was 
co-chaired by Paula Barnett-Ellis and 
Charlcie Vann. Members included Alisha 
Henson, Candace Finley, Debra Deering-
Barrett, Jan McCormick, Jodi Poe, John 
Bruce Upchurch, Kim Westbrooks, Laurie 
Heathcock, Linda Reeves, and Tiffany 
Onkst. All Library faculty and staff also 
participated. Dean John-Bauer Graham 
was interviewed by local television station 
WEAC TV24 about the day’s events.
With the success of the Tailgate, the 
Library has even more events in store, so 
keep an eye out for future programming!
History Never Repeats
Last fall, the Houston Cole Library said goodbye to 
longtime History, Geography and Anthropology Librar-
ian Linda Cain, as she moved into retirement after forty 
plus years of service to Jacksonville State. It has been 
difficult to compensate for such a loss. How do you 
replace someone with such an impressive legacy? 
It takes a village, or so it is said. Other members of 
our faculty have stepped in to attempt to fill the void. 
Special thanks go to Laurie Heathcock, who took on the 
responsibility for helping the hundreds of history students 
who come in each semester for one particularly time-
consuming assignment. 
Fortunately, other faculty members won’t have to fill in 
for much longer. In January 2017, the Library will bring a 
new member on board to pick up where Ms. Cain left off. 
Our new History, Geography and Anthropology subject 
specialist will, first and foremost, be a source of information and guidance for our students. He or she will also serve as liaison 
to multiple academic units, providing information on resources and services as well as keeping tabs on the needs of each unit.
As of this writing, candidates are being reviewed and initial interviews arranged, with onsite visits planned toward the end of 
November. 
A New Systems Administrator
The Library is excited to welcome Shaun Stancil as its new Systems Administrator. Mr. Stancil fills the vacancy left by Joseph 
Duke’s departure. Shaun has been with the University since May 2014 as a member of the Administrative Computing Systems 
team in the Division of Information Technology. While Shaun will still be in the Division of Information Technology, his new role 
and primary responsibility is the maintenance and administration of the Library’s systems.
Employee of the Month: Lisa Gowens
Congratulations to Lisa Gowens! Lisa was named JSU Employee of the Month for September 2016. She was hired as a Techni-
cal Services Assistant for the Cataloging Department in 2004. Lisa catalogs and processes new materials, withdraws materials 
selected by the subject specialists, and any other job that needs to be performed. She is an excellent employee – dependable, 
trustworthy, thorough, and efficient. As one of her colleagues noted, Lisa “comes to work each day with a great work ethic and 
attitude that is contagious to those around her.”
Employee news: comings, goings, & Employee of the month
Burton wins Martha Cole Award
Calah Burton (pictured 
at left), student assis-
tant assigned to the Li-
brary’s 4th floor, poses 
with Kim Westbrooks, 
4th floor Business and 
Social Sciences librar-
ian, while accepting 
the Martha Cole Award 
for outstanding student 
worker. The award car-
ries a monetary prize 
and is awarded annu-
ally to a student worker 
who has demonstrated 
exceptional diligence in 
completing his or her assigned duties. Student workers are nominated 
and selected for the award by the Library’s staff. Congratulations, Calah! 
“Tailgate” continued from page 1
Your Library does its utmost to provide 
a clean, inviting, comfortable environment 
in which faculty, staff, and most especially 
students can use resources to meet their 
informational and recreational needs. The 
Library has a coffee shop on its ground 
floor, and recently modified its food and 
drink policy to provide that more inviting 
environment – allowing users to have 
drinks and snacks on the Library’s floors 
while studying and learning. But the Library 
also needs your support! As one recent 
example, a cup of coffee abandoned on a 
shelf leaked onto the shelves below, over 
time destroying Library resources before it 
was eventually discovered. That single cup 
of coffee cost the Library $529.39 worth of 
books, some of which cannot be replaced. 
But you can help! Show your love for 
your Library by disposing of all trash, es-
pecially food/drinks and their containers, in 
the multiple trashcans provided on every 
floor. If trashcans are full, spills occur, or 
you notice trash or food/drinks left by oth-
ers in Library spaces, please immediately 
notify the nearest employee; librarians can 
be found in their offices on most floors, or 
the ground floor Circulation Desk is always 
fully staffed. We want to work together with 
you to help keep our Library environment 
welcoming and problem-free, and espe-
cially to protect your Library resources so 
they’re there when you need them. Let’s all 
pitch in and show our Library a little love!  
When a cup of coffee costs 
$529.39 The Houston Cole Library Children’s Reading Corner is a new project 
directed by Laurie Charnigo Heathcock, Education Librarian and Associate 
Professor. The project has as its goal the creation of a dynamic, colorful, 
and inviting facility designed to foster a love for reading and children’s 
literature. Ms. Heathcock explains how important the Children’s Read-
ing Corner is and how it will impact the Library: “I believe this is a great 
opportunity to engage with and bring the community members into the 
Library. I also hope the children of faculty, staff, and students will enjoy 
the new family reading room.” 
The proposed Children’s Reading Corner falls under the category of a 
“learning lab” that will serve both the children of the community and the 
students and employees of the University. The space will host faculty and 
staff presentations, story times, young adult activities, craft activities, book 
clubs, summer reading progams, JSU Drama Department plays, Alabama 
Virtual Library training, and activities promoting literacy to children hosted 
by a variety of other organizations. The Children’s Reading Corner will 
include substantial art display space, multimedia workstations, life-size 
cut-outs of JSU’s mascot, Cocky, and stacks of books ready to read.
Project director Laurie Charnigo Heathcock has worked closely for more 
than fourteen years with faculty and students in the School of Education 
at Jacksonville State University. Kim Westbrooks, Assistant Professor 
and Business and Social Sciences Librarian, is the co-chair of the project. 
She possesses extensive experience in children’s programming, having 
previously worked as a children’s librarian in local public libraries. The 
Friends of the Library Foundation has contributed a generous donation 
of $5,000.00 to the project. Grants matching this donation are currently 
being applied for in order to complete the project.
Library Systems Administrator Shaun Stancil & Lisa Gowens, Employee of the Month
Over the next few weeks our heating and cooling system is getting 
some much needed upgrades. You may notice equipment and workmen 
around the building, and construction work on the 12th floor, as well as 
the balcony. We hope to have everything back to normal by the end of 
the semester. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we 
improve our facilities! 
Please Pardon Our Progress!
